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David Walls, Preservation Librarian
U.S. GPO.  September 1, 2020.

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/


Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

Tornados
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Hurricanes
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Thunderstorms
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Protection and Risk
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Managing Risk
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Assessing Risk

ÅWhat are the risks?
ÅHow likely are they to 
occur?
ÅHow often could they 
occur?
ÅWhat is the likely 
outcome if the risk event 
occurs?
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Flood

ÅFire suppression
ÅHot and cold fresh water
ÅHot water radiators
ÅHot water to HVAC Heat 

Exchangers
ÅSteam to HVAC
ÅChiller water to HVAC
ÅCondensation return
ÅRain water
ÅSewage
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Flood

ÅHeed the warning signs

ÅReport signs of leaks as soon 
as they appear
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Flood
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Fire

ÅPolicy on use of electric 
space heaters
ÅUse of extension cords
ÅEnsure that enough 
electrical circuits exist 
for break rooms
ÅEnforce no smoking 
policy
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Fire

ÅArson is a frequent cause of 
library fires

ÅImprove sight lines to 
public areas 

ÅBe aware of suspicious 
behavior

ÅEnsure that fire detection 
and suppression systems 
are regularly inspected
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Fire

ÅFire Marshall or special 
Arson Investigation Unit 

ÅLibrary becomes a crime 
scene

ÅDocumentation of Fire 
pattern

ÅStaff/witness interviews

ÅEvidence collected
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